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Evidentiary Document No. §218 A, ° EXHIBIT "a" 
{ Set. Mej. SUGINO Tsuruo of Borneo PW Internment Unit stated: 


hy neme is Sit. tlaj. E3-INC IPsuruo and my unit is Borneo Pj! 
Internment: Unit, T jotesae this unit in Aigo 42. On 23 Jen 45 
I took cherge of 157 Lu nean Pis at LADUAN with orders from Lt. 
Col. SUGA to take them fiom LABUAN to KUCHING, They were all fit 
but some had malaria. Between 23 Jan. and 7 har 45 of these died 
of malaria and beri beri in LABUAN. I le?'t LABUAN on 7 Ner with 
112 PWs and 15 FO!) SAN Civ. Guerds. We reached BRUNEI on 8 
Mar 45 an¢ remainz! there wnti.1 2 or 3 May 4), and during thet 
time 30 Fis Jied of m-larza and beri beri. There was no doctor 
there but I isstsec neincane for malaria and beri beri to the 
medical orderlies whe in tura issued it to the sic PWs, One 
of the Ps tried t. escape hese and I know that the Kel PEI TAI 
took him and I did not see hin again, On about 2 or 3 May pith 
82 FWs I lert Bi.UNEI for KUAL. PELAIT aid arrived next day. On 
arriving at .WALA °ki AIT I yeporced to 1/Lt. KALIAU A and a WO 
in comd. of *i1t52 142, White I was in KUALA EuusAIT the FWs were 
camped in tiie old jicture tneatre where we reriained unsil 26 
or 27 liay 45, Waile in KUALS EELAIT 37 FWs 7364 >of meleria and 
beri beri. During this time I received 7 Indian PwWs from Lt. 
KAI: UhA of whom one was an officer but T @o nok remember his 
mame. We lett KYAGA LALAI? om 27 Bay af and areivee in bili. f 
on the following day. On orriving in WIhI I reported to Lt, 
NISHIL.U}A who was OC of 20 (terial Supply Coy. He ordered me 
to go to Cape LOBANG. As sson as I received my orders I went to 
Cape LOPANG and the PwWs were camped in a house inside a barbed 
wire compound. The Pivs hous» was made of bush timber and 
roofed with coconut leaves a:d was built reacy for us when we 
arrived there, The FWs remaixed here until 8 Jun 45. During this 
time they were employed erowirg vegetebles in the vicinity of the 
P\/ compound except that for two days they worked in LILI township 
unloading rice from boats ané ~oading trucks. Cn arrival at Cape 
LOBANG I reported to Capt. HiskGsWA but after snat I had nothing 
whatever to do with him. While the Piis were ac Cape LOBANG four 
of them died of maleria and heri beri. There were two English 
doctors amongst the Pls and “hey sxanined the dead men and signed 
the death certificates Stating the evause of vie death to be 
malaria end beri beri. Copies of these certifiestes were forwarded 
to KUCHING, The Fiis were buried -n four grev?3 neac the compound, 
Most of the FWs were sick with maleria, beri ‘wri, sores and 
ulcers, While at Cap2 LOB.NC tae Pils dier consisted of meet, 
rice, sugar, tea, vegetables ans tobacco, These PWs who were not 
sick were fat and well. A‘ 150) hours on 8 Jin 45 the Sjt. Maj. 
of HASEGAWA TAI told me thet an English fleet ‘vas appr oaching 
BOLNEO, I became anxious for tre safety of the Fs and decided 
to move to a safer place. = tien orcered the Fis to make small 
bundles of their personal geer to take with them. We left the 
compound at 2000 hours and went via a jungle track over the hill 
to KIA. Kd. and reached the 34 mile KIAM HD at widnight. The 
whole party remained here until 0400 hrs 9 Jun 45 when the 15 ft 
| PWs and five guerds returned +o Cape LOBANG to pick up stores 
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consisting of rice, salt, office stores end medicine, There were 
at this time 20 rat me. but only 15 went back and of the remaining 
28 sick ones § were vaalle co walk and hed to te cerried by the 
fit mon. ‘We cerrying rerty of fit men returred about 10090 hours. 
At ebout this tine cne of tae Fis Cied cf maharia and beri beri. 
In this mcve down the iJ Rd, I was responsible to no one and 
in complete charge of the P'ix. At 0400 hours 9 Jun when the 
15 fit PWs returned to Cape LOBA:G I senr a written message by 
one of the guarés to NI€iThUhA telling him that I was going down 
the KIA hd, £4 1590 hrs that night I received a written message 
from NIEHINULA tet ione me to veke plenty of Feed and go to tne 
mountains, A‘ 1390 ics. 9 Jun 15 Pus Let's 34 mile end again 
returned to Cane LOEANG with § guards. They retuened av 1800 
hrs. carrying similar sores to the last trip AX}. tho PWs had 
a meal at 1000 hvs and then et 200!) hvs the whole party left 
and went to % mijJ¢ AI4k AG arrivirg at 2200 hes. Thé whole 
perty made camp in e deserted house and went io sleep. At 0600 
hrs. 10 Jun 45 the Piis arose, breakfasted and then were allowed 
rest throughout the morning. The Piis hed a wisday meal and at, 
1500 hes tne same 25 heaivhy Pis and four guares returned to 3¢ 
miie KIAW had to oring back stores: At micday I burnt some oid 
Pi documents and Jetiers. The only documents I kept were those 
relating to the living Pi/s and Pay matters, Deccuments concerning 
PWs who died at BILUNEL and KUALA BELAIT had already been forwarded 
to KUCHING, While I was burning the documents abort 100 metres 
from the house I saw Capt. ‘Chambers! (?) going into tne house 
acting in what I thought was a suspicious manner as he was looking 
to all sides es he welked. Capt, ‘Chambers: was amongst the party 
who went back and I told NAGO, the civ, grard in chergs that he 
wovld probably try to escape in which case he was to be killed, 
At 1900 hours 5 or 6 men lead by Sjt. ACKLAND jumped vp from where 
they were sitting outside the house and stared to run awey. I 
called the guard to one tre or. the essaptinsg cus In the 
confusion some of the bullevs went in the house and ceused the 
PWs to come out, As they came out of the house they were shot 
and bayonetted by the guerds. The sick Pls tried to crewl away 
and they were shot or bayonetted coming out of the house or outside 
the house. I did rot give any orders to cease fire in order to 
save the sick beceuvuse I was so excited that % eid not know what wac 
happening. Those Fiis who were not killed oxtrignt weee put out 
of their agony by shooting ocr ba'yonetting, \Whenthis was over 
there were 32 bodies. I then ordered three or four of the guards 
to bury the Fiis, i then heard a burst of firing coming from 
about 1000 metres back along the i. lAii 1.0. 2 called gbout 6 guards 
and ran in the direction of the firing. When I arrived there I 
found that the Pws were then dead end were being carried to one 
preee for burial by the guards, In acdition to the guerds I saw 
men belonging to NISHIMURA TAI. Several mer were digging two 
graves that were about cne root deep ween I errive?, When the 
graves were dug the rss were buried and the whote work was 
completed by about 2030 hrs. I asked NAGO whet had hap;ened and he 
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/told me thet the Pi/s had been shct trying to escape and that 8 
men of NISHINUE4A TAT had helped to kill them, I did not ask any 
further questions because I understood that the PWs had not been 
trying to escape when they were killea, Although I gave orders 
before they left to kill the Piis if they attempted to pcg ip 
knew myself that they would be killed in any case, After the Piis 
were buried at the rd. I returned to the house to supervise the 
burial of the others which finished at midnight. Some personal 
belongings were buried with the PWs and the remainder were burnt. 
.After saluting the dead al] the guards went to sleep. We arose 
at 0400 hours 11 June 45 and deperted for the mountains. I sent 
a civ. guard back to NISHIMULA eae: the 1 mile to tell him that 
the Fis had bee. killed trying to escepe. I reached the 7 mile 
on 11 Jun, the 10 mile on 12 Jun, anid on 13 June I returned to Cep 
LOBANG to pick up stores ard burn down the compound. Lt. 
NISHIMUL.A was with me end it waz be who gave orders for the 
compound to be burnt down, We threw oi] all over the building 
and set it on fire. The following men were guards with the party 
of PWs killed on the road ~- NAGU Hiroshi, KéWAMURA Toryuhoshi 
NAKAYAMA Konishi, KAKAYAA Koji, The foliowing men were guarding 
the Pws killed at the house ~ UNELUNA Susiurs, HIROTA Seiichi, 
KANASHIGE Meysayoshi, MATSUMOTO Hideo. YAMADA Yoshimasa 
iUJIKANA Telsuo, KUMAD/ Morihet, YOKOYAMA Nebuo, HIRAYAMA Hideo. 
—- (Signature) eereoereeeeee 

(Suc) A. M, Turner Lt. (Witness 

lL Oct, 45. 


1 
(Sgé) ?. A. PENKLIS Cpl. 
Interpreter. 
(Sed) C, H, Grace Lt-Col, 
President, 


SUGINO Tsuruo of BON TEERME NG UN 
) ; NEO PW INTSENME.W UNIT, 


i now admi> thac the statement I made on 
: nee 45 was not completely true, I wii: now tell the complete 
utn. 


The information I es7e¢ concerning the killing 
of the 32 PW at the house at the 54 nile i.TAM RD Js all true. 


after the killin» of vne 32 FW, I together 
with six or seve: Formosun guards, imiediavely went to the 5 
mile and waited until the arrivai of NANCO and three other 
Formosan guarcs cscorting 15 PW, who rested on a small track 
leading off the ioad ard oprosite us. Shor wly afterward, L/Cpl 
the “ eight members or the NISHIIUKA TAT also arrived from 
e EF Ce. 


I thought at the time thet as food was 
getting short, some of the Fh might try to escape and I decided 
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‘that it would be better thet we kill them. After the FW had been 
resting about ten minutes, one of the European PW tried to 

escape by running into the grass. I then gave the order to 
shoot the whole 15 iW. All the NiSHKIMUn/ TAI and five or six 
‘Formosan guards took part in the shooting. 


After tne shooting, some of the PW were not 
dead, so I ordered thet they be shot end bayonetted as they ley 
on the ground, The man who ha@ previously run into the grass was 
‘also shot. we then buried the bodies in two graves and I sent 
‘the members of the NISHI/.ULA TAI streight back to 7 mile and 
together with ry owr men, I returned to 54 mite to complete the 
burial of the PW killed there. I leter went to 7 mile, where 

,I spent the night,. 


I solemnly and sincerely affirm (Signdd) 
, thet the above evidence 1s 25 Octe 45. 
_ the truth, the wnole truth and 
jnothing but the truth. ,itness (Sgd) W.E.Letton I 
Interrogating Officer 


(Signed)(hatthew Liaw Kon Fatt) Interpreter. 


(Signed) C. ik. Grece Lt, Col. 
President. 


I certify that this is a true copy of a document referred to as 

Exhibit "A" contained in the proceedings of Australian Militery 
pr a relating to the triezl of SUCINO, Tsuro on two cherges 

of massacra, 


(Sgd) T. 1. MOXNANE 
Lieut-Col. 
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